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GOVERNMENT OF KERALA
Local Self Government (RD) Department

NOTIFICATION

G. O. (P) No. 74/2020/LSGD. Dated, Thiruvananthapuram, 24th November, 2020
S.R. O. No. 840/2020 9th Vrischikam, 1196
3rd Agrahayana, 1942.

In exercise of the powers conferred by section 74A read with section 254 of the Kerala
Panchayat Raj Act, 1994 (Act 13 of 1994), the Government of Kerala, in consultation with the
State Election Commission, hereby make the following rules further to amend the Kerala
Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1995 issued under notification G.O.(P.)No.27/95/LAD
dated 17" February 1995 and published as S.R.O. N0.229/95 in the Kerala Gazette Extraordinary
No.173 dated 17" February, 1995, namely:—

RULES

1. Short title and commencement.— (1) These rules may be called the Kerala Panchayat Raj

(Conduct of Election) Fourth Amendment Rules, 2020.
(2) They shall come into force at once.
2. Amendment of the Rules.—In the Kerala Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1995,
(1) inrule 2,—
(i) after clause (b) the following clause shall be inserted, namely:—

“(ba) 'Certified List' means the list of special class of voters prepared by the

designated health officer for a period of ten days before the day of poll till the day of poll;”
(i1) after clause (c), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:—

“(ca) 'Designated Health Officer' means the officer appointed by Government to

prepare Certified list of Special class of voters;”
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(iii) after clause (g), the following clauses shall be inserted, namely:—
“(ga) 'Special Class of Voter' means the voter as specified in section 74A of the Act;

(gb) 'Special Polling Assistant' means the Polling Assistant appointed by the District

Election Officer to assist Special Polling Officer;

(gc) 'Special Polling Officer' means the polling officer appointed by District
Election Officer for one or more constituencies, to deliver the special postal ballot paper to a
special class of voter, to attest the declaration and to collect the cover containing ballot paper, after

voting;”;

(2) rules 24 A to 24 C shall be renumbered as 24 G to 24 | and before rules 24 G to 24 |

as so renumbered, the following rules shall be inserted, namely:—

“24A. Voting by Special Class of voters.— (1) Special class of voters appearing in the
certified list up to 3 pm. prior to the day of poll, who wish to cast their vote by special postal ballot,
may give their vote by special postal ballot.

(2) The special class of voters appearing in the certified list after 3 pm prior to the
day of poll till the end of the poll shall be eligible to vote directly at the polling stations concerned
during the last hour of the poll.

(3) The designated health officer in the district shall prepare the certified list of
Special class of voters of the district in Form 19 A, and cause to deliver such list to the District
Election Officer.

(4) The District Election Officer upon the receipt of the certified list shall ensure the
distribution of the certified list immediately on the same day to Returning Officer. In case a special
class of voter appearing in the certified list of a district is registered voter in another district, the
District Election Officer shall communicate such list to the District Election Officer concerned,
who in turn shall cause the delivery of the list to the Returning Officer concerned in that district.

24 B. Special Postal ballot paper.—(1) All Special Class of voters appearing in the

certified list who wish to cast their vote, by special postal ballot except those appear in the certified
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list after 3 pm. on the day prior to the day of poll shall be issued a special postal ballot paper, if
the Returning Officer is satisfied that the applicant is a special class of voter.

(2) The provisions of sub rules (1) and (2) of rule 22 shall be applicable for special
postal ballot paper, except the directions contained in part 1l (b) of Form 17 in respect of the
officers competent to attest the declaration, wherein the provision of sub-rule (6) of rule 24 C shall
be applicable.

(3) All the electors whose particulars appear in the certified list who wish to cast
their vote by Special postal ballot paper and have been found eligible to vote with reference to the
electoral roll shall be issued special postal ballot paper.

(4) The Returning Officer shall indicate entry “S.P.B” in the marked copy of the
electoral roll against the names of such elector, to show that a special postal ballot paper has been
issued to him, without, however, recording the serial number of such ballot paper therein.

(5) The Returning Officer shall also ensure that elector who has been issued Special
postal ballot is not allowed to vote at a polling station.

(6) The counterfoil with the serial number and part number of elector duly filled up
shall be got detached and kept in safe custody by the Returning Officer. The procedure as prescribed
under sub-rule (5) of rule 22 of these rules shall be applicable.

24 C. Delivery and Collection of Special postal ballot papers.—(1) The District
Election Officer shall appoint a Special Polling Officer and such number of Polling Assistants for
one or more constituencies as specified in the order to deliver special postal ballot paper to special
class of voters included in the certified list in Form 19 A. Returning Officer shall arrange for
delivery and collection of such postal ballot papers to those eligible voters in the certified list who
wish to cast their vote by Special Postal Ballot through Special Polling Officer.

(2) Special polling officer shall deliver Special postal ballot paper and forms
specified in rule 24B to special class of voters who wish to cast their vote by Postal ballot. The
Special Polling Officer shall ascertain the identity of the elector before delivering Special postal
ballot paper. He shall brief such voters as to the procedure of the postal ballot voting. Special class

of Voter shall have the option of accepting the postal ballot paper delivered by the Special Polling
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Officer by signing the requisition and acknowledgement in Form 19B or he may decline to accept
the delivery of the special postal ballot paper.

(3) Special class of voter who accepts the special postal ballot paper delivered by
the Special Polling Officer by signing the requisition shall cast his vote by maintaining secrecy and
in the manner provided in sub-rule (1) of rule 23 . Thereafter, the special polling officer shall attest
the declaration in Form 16. After recording his vote the special class of voter shall hand over the
cover containing special postal ballot paper to the Special polling officer for transmitting it to
Returning Officer. Special polling officer shall give a receipt to voter in token of receipt of cover
containing postal ballot paper.

(4) The delivery and collection of the Special postal ballot paper shall be completed
before 6 pm on the previous day of the poll.

(5) A special class of voter who accepts the requisition and postal ballot paper, but
not opt to deliver the postal ballot to the special polling officer, shall give a receipt to the polling
officer in token of receipt of ballot and forms specified in sub rule (2) of rule 22. In such case also
the Special polling officer shall attest the declaration of special class of voter in Form 16 so as to
enable him to complete the formalities. Special class of voter shall send the polled postal ballot
paper and other forms through any means such as by registered post or through any means as
provided under rule 23 to reach the Returning Officer before the time fixed for commencement of
the counting of the votes in that particular constituency.

(6) The Special Polling officer or attending Medical Officer in respect of special
class of voters, who are under treatment in a Government hospital shall be authorized to attest the
declaration in Form 16 in respect of special class of voters.

(7) Name of elector and the document produced for identification shall also be
entered in a register, to be maintained for the purpose, and signature/thumb impression of the
elector obtained therein. Further, a tick mark shall be placed against the name of the elector in the
list to indicate that the person has voted. In cases where a special class of voter declined to accept

the special postal ballot paper as in sub rule (2) or not opt to deliver the special postal ballot paper
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after voting as in sub rule (5) necessary entry shall be made in the register by the special polling
officer.

(8) The Special Polling Officer shall obtain signature/thumb impression of the
Special class of voter in Form 19B as a certificate for requisition of special postal ballot paper and
the acknowledgement of the receipt of the special postal ballot paper with all forms.

(9) Notwithstanding anything contained in these rules, a special class of voter, shall
be eligible to apply for postal ballot paper in Form 19D directly to Returning Officer as provided
under rule 21, along with a certificate in Form 19C, irrespective of the fact that whether he is in the
certified list or not. In such cases the Returning officer shall complete formalities provided under
sub rule (3) of rule 22 and issue him postal ballot paper and other forms specified in sub rule (2)
of rule 22 in the manner provided under sub rule (2) of rule 22 through post, in person or by
messenger . On receipt, such voter shall record his vote in the ballot paper and got the declaration
in Form 16 attested by a gazetted officer, in compliance with the directions in Form 17. He shall
return the polled cover to the Returning Officer by registered post or through any means provided
under rule 23 to reach the Returning Officer before the time fixed for commencement of the
counting of the votes in that particular constituency.

24D. Special class of voters from other districts.—(1)The Special class of voters who
appear in certified list but housed in a district other than where such persons are registered elector,
shall be sent the postal ballot paper along with all the Forms by the Returning Officer in accordance
with the provision under rule 22 after receiving the certified list from District Election Officer. The
Returning Officers shall check entries in respect of such voters with respect to electoral roll and
thereafter shall issue the postal ballot paper/s.

(2) The Returning Officer shall also indicate entry 'S.P.B' in the marked copy of the
electoral roll against the names of such elector to show that a special postal ballot paper has been
issued to him, without however recording therein the Serial Number of the ballot paper.

(3) Special class of Voter as aforesaid shall record his vote in special postal ballot
paper received by him and return the Ballot paper and declaration in the cover to the Returning

Officer by registered posts or through any means provided under sub rule (3) of rule 23 to reach
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the Returning Officer before the time fixed for commencement of the counting of the votes in that
particular constituency.

(4) The special class of voters from other districts are eligible to apply for postal
ballot in Form 19D along with a certificate in Form 19C. The provisions of sub rule 9 of rule 24C
shall apply mutatis mutandis in relation to such voting also.

24E. Special class of voters appearing in the certified list after 3 pm on a day prior to
the day of poll— (1) A Special class of voter appearing in the certified list after 3 pm. on the day
prior to the day of the poll shall be provided with a certificate signed by designated officer or his
authorized representative in Form 19 C. The designated officer shall ensure that the certificate is
reached to such persons by any means on the same day and without any delay.

(2) Special class of voter may cast their vote in the polling stations concerned after
all other voters waiting in queue and/ having token, who have reached within stipulated hours of

polls to vote, have polled their votes.

(3) All the prescribed procedure under these rules for voting in a polling station shall
be applicable for voting by Special class of voters in polling stations.
24 F. Reissue of Postal Ballot Paper.— The provisions of Rule 23 and sub rule (1) to
(3) of rule 24 shall apply in the case of re-issue of special postal ballot papers.”;

(3) after Form 19 the following Forms shall be inserted namely:—
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“FOrM 19 A
[See Rule 24A (3)]
Certified List

It is certified that the persons whose names are appearing in this list are tested as positive as on ........ccccccceevveeennnne. (Date & time)
for covid19 infection by the Government Hospital/L.ab or the Hospital/Lab recognized by the Government OR are under quarantine

due to COVID 19

. Address of the Present .
Electoral Details Identity Location of Minimality/Gram | Ward Taluk |District
Card o . Panchayat No
hospitalisation/quarantine
Address for

Sl Name |Age Gender | Father/Husband Communication No. Electoral | Nam
No M/FIT name L No. and and

with Pin Code - roll Part | e of

District name of name No
.. No. and ID
Municipality/ | of SI.No | card
Ward. "
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 |12 13 14 15 16 17

Full Signature of the designated Health Authority*

(Name)

(Address)

Office
Seal
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Form 19B
[See Rule 24C (2) and 24C (8)]

REQUISITION & ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FOR SPECIAL POSTAL BALLOT PAPER

To
The Returning Officer,

Sir/Madam,

I am an elector of the constituency......of......cccconnininn *Village Panchayat/Block
Panchayat/District Panchayat and | am entitled t0 VOte ON.....cccoovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiee (Date)
| SRS (Name of Polling Station). | have been certified

tested positive for Covid19/ am mandated to be under quarantine by the designated health officer.
| am therefore unable to vote in person at the Polling Station mentioned above.

Under Rule 24C (2) of the Kerala Panchayat Raj (conduct of election) Rules, 1995 I request that |
may be allowed to vote by special postal ballot and issue the special postal ballot paper.

Under Rule 24C (8) of the Kerala Panchayat Raj (conduct of election) Rules, 1995, | acknowledge
the receipt of the special postal ballot paper along with all the forms.

Necessary particulars are specified below:

Name

Address

Part No. and SI. No. of the electoral roll
Place

Signature

Date

ouhkwnE

Signature

Name & Address of Special voter
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Form 19 C
[See Rule 24 C (9), 24 D (4) and 24E (1)]
Certificate for COVID-19 Positive/ Quarantine

It is certified that  Shri/fSmMt/MS......ccccoviiiiiiiiiiciiiecees son/daughter/wife  of
................................. resident of..........................Grama Panchayat in ward NO ..........ccccceevrnrnne.
11 VP, District is tested as positive for covidl9 infection
(0] | WO (Date) at .....(Time) by the Government Hospital/Lab or the Hospital/Lab

recognized by the Government or is required to be under quarantine due to COVID 19 as mandated
by the instructions of the government

Full Signature of Designated Health Authority/

Government medical Officer.

(Name)
(Address)

Office Seal
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FORM 19D
[(See Rule 24C (9) and 24D (4)]

APPLICATION FOR SPECIAL POSTAL BALLOT PAPER
To
The Returning Officer,

Sir/Madam,

I am an elector of the constituency......of.......ccoooniinns *Village Panchayat/Block
Panchayat/District Panchayat and | am entitled t0 VOte ON ....cccovvvvviieiiciiie e, (Date)
A (Name of Polling Station). | have been certified

tested positive for Covid19/ am mandated to be under quarantine by the designated health officer.
| am therefore unable to vote in person at the Polling Station mentioned above.

Under Rule 24C (9) and 24 D (4) of the Kerala Panchayat Raj (conduct of election) Rules, 1995 |
request that 1 may be allowed to vote by special postal ballot and issue the special postal ballot

paper.
Necessary particulars are specified below:

Name

Address

Part No. and SI. No. of the electoral roll
Place

Signature

Date

ouhkwnE

Signature

Name & Address of special voter”.

By order of the Governor,

BISHWANATH SINHA,

Principal Secretary to Government.
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Explanatory Note

(This does not form part of the notification, but is intended to indicate its general purport.)

Sub-section (2) of section 70 of the Kerala Panchayat Raj Act, 1994 (13 of 1994) as amended
by the Kerala Panchayat Raj (Third Amendment) Ordinance, 2020 provides that the last one hour
of the time fixed under sub-section (1) shall be used for voting by such class of persons as specified
under section 74 A. Sub section (1) of section 74 A of the Act provides that, the class of persons
as specified in that section ie. any person who is affected by epidemic disease, and any person in
quarantine have the opportunity to give their vote by postal ballot. Sub section (2) of that section
provides that a voter as specified in any of the classes under sub section (1) may give his vote by
postal ballot or may give his vote directly at the polling station.

According to the above amendment, the Government have decided to make suitable

amendments to the Kerala Panchayat Raj (Conduct of Election) Rules, 1995.

The notification is intended to achieve the above object.

PUBLISHED BY THE SUPERINTENDENT OF GOVERNMENT PRESSES
AT THE GOVERNMENT CENTRAL PRESS, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM, 2020 x5
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