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“5. Every appointment to public office must be made by strictly
adhering to the mandatory requirements of Articles 14 and 16 of the
Constitution. An exception by providing employment on compassionate
grounds has been carved out in order to remove the financial constraints
on the bereaved family, which has lost its bread-earner. Mere death of a
Government employee in harness does not entitle the family to claim

compassionate employment."
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“It is an appointment which is given on proper and strict scrutiny of
the various parameters as laid down with an intention to help a family
out of a sudden pecuniary financial destitution to help it get out of the
emerging urgent situation where the sole bread earner has expired,

leaving them helpless and may be penniless.”
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“It was noted in Umesh Kumar Nagpal v. State of Haryana and Other
(1994 (4) S.C.C. 138) that as a rule in public service appointment should
be made strictly on the basis of open invitation of applications and merit.
The appointment on compassionate ground is not another source of
recruitment but merely an exception to the aforesaid requirement taking
into consideration the fact of the death of employee while in service
leaving his family without any means of livelihood. In such cases the
object is to enable the family to get over sudden financial crisis. But such



appointments on compassionate ground have to be made in accordance
with the rules, regulations or administrative instructions taking into
consideration the financial condition of the family of the deceased.”
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